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Remember, you can  keep up-to-
date with all of Ravens Wood’s latest 
news by following us on Twitter. 
Simply search for @rw_school and 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

ATTENDANCE ON PAGE 2 

SCHOOL SHOW ON PAGE 6 

 

The first half term of this academic year 
has been a busy and productive 
time.  Our new students in Years 7 and 12  
are a credit to the School. Year 7  
students are now working well and have 
made new friendships and Year 12  
students have been busy preparing for 
their first set of Pre Public Exams (PPEs) 
which started this week.   

Year 11 students are all set to undertake 
their PPEs when we return from the half 
term break; this will ensure that they 

have experienced the process in readiness for the summer examinations. 

We have been pleased to host Raising Achievement Evenings for Parents and Carers this 
half term in Years 10, 11, 12 and 13.  We have been overwhelmed with the attendance and 
support at these meetings. 

Auditions for our new school production, ‘We Will Rock You’ are underway and we look  
forward to seeing our rising stars and some of our favourite actors and actresses on the 
stage. We also look forward to welcoming our prospective Sixth Form students and their 
families to the Sixth Form Open Evening event on Wednesday 15th November. 

I would like to wish you all a restful two week half term; School begins again on Monday 6th 
November with registration and students coming in at 10.30 for a 10.40 registration in their 
Form Rooms; period 3 lessons will start as normal at 11am and we return on a week B. We 
look forward to continuing to work with our students and families in the second half of the 
autumn term when they return to school refreshed and ready to learn.  

Ms Spence, Headteacher 

Message from the Headteacher 

Dates for your Diary 

Half Term break Monday 23rd Oct—Friday 3rd Nov. 

Return to School Monday 6th November—week B at 
10.30am 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening Thursday 9th November 

Sixth Form Open Evening Wednesday 15th November 

Year 7 Parents’ Evening Thursday 30th November 

Message to our Year 11 students high-
lighting the importance of revision 

POSITIVE MENTAL HEALTH 
ON PAGE 8 
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7H 99.1% 
8E 97.9% 
9D  96.5% 

10H 97.8% 
11A 97.4% 

12ADJ 97.3% 
13EPH 97% 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FORM GROUPS BELOW WHO 
HAVE ACHIEVED THE TOP ATTENDANCE SCORE IN THEIR YEAR  

Year 7—11 attendance ‘across the board’ is 96% 
Well done to all our students who strive to 

achieve excellent attendance. 



3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ravens Wood Music Academy star at the  
Albert Hall 

The BYCB played two concerts (as the final act) as part of the National Music For Youth’s 
‘Primary Proms’ inspire event; the groups playing were the highlights from the National 

Music For Youth competition and the Albert Hall was packed with young students.  
Ravens Wood musicians represented the school fantastically!  

Oscar Smith Year 13 

A Level Psychology visit to Bethlem Museum of the Mind 
On Wednesday 11th October, twenty-six  year thirteen Psychologists visited Bethlem Museum 
of the mind. We had a talk on the history of the original Bedlam hospital, a tour of the museum 
and a workshop on psychiatric diagnosis. Students enjoyed viewing artwork on display from  
former patients of the hospital and some took the chance to discuss their plans for their future 
in psychology with the specialists from the hospital. All in all, a very interesting and rewarding 
day.  
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This month marks the 30th Anniversary of Black History Month, which was first introduced in 1987 to 
celebrate Black History. In our Black History month assembly, we considered why we celebrate Black 
History month and reflected upon an interview by Morgan Freeman who poses the question “Why is 
my history relegated to just one month?”.  The assembly continued to look at achievements of some 
key historical figures in black history, including Martin Luther King and his lesser known ‘Blueprint’ 

speech, Katherine Johnson, an African-American mathematician who made contributions to the  
United States' aeronautics and space programs with the early application of digital electronic  

computers at NASA  and Simone Manuel, the first Africa-American to win Gold at the Olympics in Rio. 
We then ended the assembly reflecting on the quote form Martin Luther King which tells us to judge 

people not by the colour of their skin, but by the content of their character.  

We would like to send huge thanks to our wonderful PSFA, who have donated a massive £10,000 to the 
School for replacement furniture from their fundraising!  Thanks also go to all our families and staff who 

support the many events the PSFA provide for us!  Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!!  
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Year 10 Raising Achievement Evening 
We were pleased to welcome parents and students to the Year 10 Raising 
Achievement evening on Thursday 11th October. Mr Clift (Deputy head 
teacher) opened the evening and set the scene of the forthcoming academ-
ic year. The Heads of department for  Maths; Mrs Leonard, English; Mrs  
DeFrayne and Science; Mrs Snasdell presented on the GCSE courses,  
examinations and resources for revision and support. Mr Davis (Head of 
Year 10) presented on the importance of good attendance and the direct 
link between good progress and good  
attendance. Mr Davis also delivered an 
important message regarding student 
health and mental wellbeing and the 
support offered both at home and in 
School, this included our 
talk@rws.uk.net email. We hope that 
our parents and carers found the  
evening useful, all of the resources can 
be found on the School website under 
‘Parents’ and ‘Raising achievement’   

On Tuesday 10th October 35  
students from years 7-12 travelled 

to Sadler's Wells Theatre in Islington 
to watch Ballet Boyz’ world  

premiere of 'Fourteen Days'. The 
students were a credit to the 

school, and the trip was enjoyed by 
all who attended. One of the  
choreographers featured was  

Strictly Come Dancing's Craig Revel 
Horwood, who one of our students 
in year 11 managed to capture in a 

selfie! 

 

mailto:talk@rws.uk.net
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Auditions for the Ravens Wood 
School Show ‘We Will Rock You’ 
will take place on Tuesday 7th  
November—please see Miss 

Ward for details. The show is due 
to be shown at the School on 21st 
22nd and 23rd February.  We look 

forward to seeing our talented 
students performing this  hugely 

popular West End show. 

Auditions for the RWS  
Talent Show will take 
place on 7th and 8th  

November at lunch time 
in Drama 1. 
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A TALENTED LUNCH TIME PERFORMANCE FROM OUR YEAR 7 
DRAMA CLUB  

Sixth Form PPEs 

Our Year 12 and 13 students have completed their 
first set of pre-public exams. It has been fantastic to 

see them working hard during supervised study to 
make as much progress as possible. Good luck to all 
our students. Results will be published on Thursday 

16th November. 
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Celebrating positive Mental Health 
As you may be aware it was World Mental Health Day on Tuesday 10th  

October. The school celebrated this day through discussion in our Ready to 
Learn slides as well as in an assembly lead by our Deputy Designated  

Safeguarding Lead  and Head of Sixth Form, Ms Prescott. This assembly is 
available on the school website within the Emotional Health and Wellbeing 

section. If you could find the time to read this it is of great interest. 
At Ravens Wood we try to work collaboratively with parents as well as our 
students; with this in mind if your son or daughter is receiving any support 
from outside agencies we ask that you contact the Designated Safeguarding 
Lead Mrs German at mgerman@rws.uk.net in order that we can provide any 

necessary support within school.  

CELEBRATING POSITIVE MENTAL HEALTH 

 

 

RAISING ACHIEVEMENT EVENING 
YEAR 11 

A HUGE TURNOUT FOR OUR RWS11 RAISING 
ACHIEVEMENT EVENING  

TOGETHER WE ARE MAKING SURE 

EVERY DAY COUNTS! 
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@rw_school  -  Recent tweets from RWS  
Keep up with the latest news as it happens! 
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On Friday the 6th of October a football tournament was hosted to raise money for a very  
well-deserved cause (Cancer Research). The tournament involved Year 8 and consisted of 24 teams. 
This event took place outside of school hours and we were very fortunate to have good weather on 
the day. Each team was able to choose their own football attire to represent their team. Overall the 
tournament lasted approximately 1.5 hours and it was a great success.  

A total of £271.00 was raised for this worthy charity. All those that took part thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience. The winners of the day 8H, were crowned with the Yr. 8 shield, this was presented 
to them in assembly on Monday 16th October. 

8G won the runners up cup by scoring the winning penalty against 8A who also made it to the  
final. The whole event was headed by Miss Kemp and was received well by all. As it was so  
successful hopefully this can be a regular event that can support other charities in the near future.  

 Tristan Sutherland 8G 

 

We are extremely proud of our Sixth Form 
girls football team—their first ever girls entry 

into the Kent Cup.  Quarter-finals here we 
come! 
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Year 7 

Year 7 have finished the half term with a flourish and are showing great promise for the future 
as both teams finish the half term on a winning streak. A mix of A&B team players played some  
superb rugby to record a 55-0 win against Hayes and a 50-20 win against The Cedars School. The 
A&B team's also travelled to Simon Langton Grammar School and both teams came back  
victorious. This squad is definitely one to watch for the future. 

Year 8 

The Year 8 squad have also finished the half term with some very skilful performances that 
helped them to cruise past Simon Langton with a 65-0 win. This was then followed up a week  
later with another clean sheet and 35-0 victory against The Cedars School. The year 8B team  
also played very well against Hayes A team, narrowly losing 20-15 in a very competitive game. 

Year 9 

The squad have done really well this half term and have again finished very strong with wins 
against Simon Langton Grammar School and The Cedars School in the last few weeks. The  
challenge is to now go unbeaten for the rest of the season as they build towards next years Kent 
Cup and National Cup competitions. 

Year 10 

The back end of half term has seen the squad carry many injuries, giving lots of new players an 
opportunity to get experience of playing competitive Rugby. The boys put in a great  
performance against Eltham College in the National Plate, but eventually fell to a 24-5 defeat.  
However, they showed great character and resilience to bounce back against The Cedars Schools 
with a 49-5 win.  

Year 11 

The U16 squad are having one their most successful season's and have recorded some more  
positive results at the end of this half term. In the last 2 games of this half term they have  
beaten The Cedars School 35-20 and drew a hard fought game with Simon Langton 22-22. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the PSFA for all their help with the running of 
the food kitchen on a Saturday morning, and all our parent helpers who volunteer to help coach 
and referee games for our students. The rugby programme would not be the same without you. 
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The year has got off to a positive start with all teams competing in National and Kent Cup games. 

 

Year 7  

The youngest Ravens have started their school careers off perfectly; the A squad have won both 
games recording a 5-0 win over Eastbrook in the National Cup with 2 goals from Finn Porter and a  
2-0 win over St Georges in the Kent Cup. The B squad have won their first 2 games 6-1 away to 
Hurstmere with Louis Le Bars man of the match and 2-0 win over Beths. 

Year 8  

Have won games in two National Cups winning against Harris Crystal Palace 5-3 and a great win on 
penalties 5-4 away to Coombe, with Leo Weedon saving the final penalty, after the match had  
finished 3-3. 

Year 9  

Have been working hard in preparation for their tour to Dallas. They have a Kent Cup match away 
to Beths on the first Monday after half term. 

Year 10   

Have been on a good run winning 3 National cup games, 10-3 away to Kensington Academy, then 
progressing to beat Wilsons 5-2 and finally by beating Challenor 3-2 after extra time; with Liam 
Vincent scoring a combined 9 goals in these games. 

Year 11 

Have won both games 5-0 this season, beating Woolwich Poly and St Columbas.  
Kameron Edwards still with his clean sheet intact. 

Academy 

The 1st team started the season well and are unbeaten in 4 games in the Kent Premier league,  
having beaten last year’s champions; with Captain Aaron Enright consistently impressing. The 2nd 
team have played 2 league games in the Kent Championship and remain unbeaten, coming from  
2-0 down to draw with local rivals Ravensbourne 2-2; Charlie Downs has scored 3 goals in 2 games. 

 

 


